Idiopathic autoimmune thrombocytopenic purpura.
Childhood ITP occurs in acute and chronic forms. In general, both diseases are mild and can be managed conservatively. Approaches to therapy are highly controversial and vary widely among pediatricians and academic centers. Approximately 5% of children with ITP will develop chronic disease with severe thrombocytopenia and bleeding. These children require therapy, which is often expensive and not without risk of development of late adverse effects.